MRI was performed at 1.5 T using the same imager and imaging protocol in all examinations.
. Technical data of the MRI of the brain.
TR (ms) TE (ms) TI (ms) Pixel size (mm)
T2w FLAIR sagittal series 9000 109 2500 0.9 x 0.9
T2wFLAIR transverse series 9560 109 2500 0.9 x 0.9
T2w turbo SE transverse series 4000 98 n/a 0.6 x 0.4
T2w turbo SE coronal series 5590 112 n/a 0.6 x 0.4
PDw SE transverse series 2390 11 n/a 0.7 x 0.6
T1w SE transverse series 594 9.1 n/a 0.8 x 0.6
T1w SE coronal series 594 9.1 n/a 1.0 x 0.9
T2w: T2-weighted; PDw: proton density weighted; T1w: T1-weighted; FLAIR: fluid attenuated inversion recovery; SE: spin echo; TR: repetition time; TE: time to echo; TI: time for inversion; n/a: not applicable.
Spinal cord
All images of the spinal cord were acquired after the brain examination, i.e. no images of the spinal cord were obtained before contrast medium administration. Time from contrast medium injection to the first T1-weighted image series of the spinal cord was 20-25 min. T1-weighted SE and T2-weighted turbo SE sagittal series were obtained first of the cervical and then of the thoracic part of the spinal cord using a slice thickness of 4 mm, an interslice gap of 0.4 mm. Transverse slices (slice thickness/interslice gap 3.0/0.3 mm) with a T1-weighted SE sequence and a T2-weighted turbo SE sequence were taken if local abnormalities were suspected in the sagittal images. 
